Did you know that charter schools in New York City, compared to city school averages, enroll:

· fewer students who qualify for free lunch?

· fewer English language learners?

· fewer students with special education needs?

· fewer homeless students? 

Did you know that NYC charter schools are more racially segregated than their surrounding neighborhood public schools, enrolling substantially fewer Latino/a students and/or immigrants?

Did you know that many NYC charter schools require a separate enrollment process for students even AFTER these children have been selected by lottery?

Did you know that charter schools can elect to send students back to their neighborhood schools if they or their families do not meet the charter schools’ standards for achievement or behavior, thus further excluding children?

Did you know that as NYC charter schools enroll a more advantaged student body in a neighborhood, the burden increases for the surrounding public schools to educate the area’s needier students?

Did you know that current law exempts New York charter schools from oversight beyond the goals set forth in the individual school’s charter?  The schools are run by private boards that make all the decisions and supervise the principals of these publicly-funded schools.  Even Mayoral control does not give the city any oversight over charter schools.

Did you know that for-profit companies can own or operate charter schools, literally transforming schools into “profit centers” over which the city and state comptrollers have no legal oversight?

Did you know that some NYC charter school principals and CEOs receive inflated annual salaries that reach $300,000 - $400,000?  (In contrast, the average NYC school principal makes less than $150,000 annually.) 

Did you know that the administrative overhead costs for some charter schools, as a percentage of a school’s expenditures, substantially exceeds the percentage of even the top-heavy NYC Department of Education’s budget for administrative costs?

Did you know that the NYC Department of Education most frequently sites charter schools within public school buildings, forcing the existing schools into reduced quarters and diminishing their capacity to educate their students by overcrowding classrooms and hallways, and pushing out or eliminating enrichment, supports and intervention services for our neediest students?  Meanwhile, these charter schools can cap their class sizes and often receive renovated classrooms and new equipment.

Did you know that NYC charter schools, in contrast with regular public schools, do not have to require independent School Leadership Teams and Parent Associations, thereby effectively diminishing parent voices when it comes to their children’s education?  Private boards run charter schools, following their own school’s charters and its goals. Parent or pupil grievances are limited to the terms set out by the charter – it is a “free will” agreement.  If you are not happy, you are simply asked to leave!

Did you know that many NYC charter schools have high teacher-turnover rates, putting into question the quality of education at the schools and the state of the schools’ working conditions?

